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Walker, Mildred THE QUARRY Harcourt, Brace 
$3.00 
Progressively, Mildred Walker is building a substantial and dependable market, 
and this story of a Vermont household in the period of the Civil War and the years brack- 
eting it will increase that market still further. I liked it for its freshness of view- 
point (there have been too few books picturing Yankee households in the midst of the War 
between the States); I liked it for its understending of youth, in the central character, 
the youngest son who wanted desperately to get into the fight when his brother, John, 
was killed- but who was turned down; I liked it for the sound psychological awareness 
of family tensions. There is the hard-bitten, pious father, as tough-fibred as his own 
Vermont hills; there is the mother, who pours oil on troubled waters, whether the issue 
concerns her own children or the Virginian daughter-in-law sent North by son Dan to bear 
her child in his family home. There is Kasy, the terrified small Negro, who refuses to 
go farther on the Underground, once he has found a friendly harbor, and who grows up as 
virtually one of the family. But chiefly there is the youngest son, Lyman, who emerges 
as @ fully rounded figure, from his small boy days, when he wanted to measure up to his 
older brothers, through the heartbreak of his failure to get into uniform, his brief 
excursion into scholestic life at Brown, his blocked romance and eventual marriage and 
acceptance of the role Fate cast for him. The love story is the least effective part 
of the book, but so much of it is noteworthy, in a period when sincere and substantial 
novels are rare,that we can heartily recommend it for a thoughtful story of humen ex- 
perience. Selection of Family Book Club. 


Two Dark Horses 
2{23 
Freedmen, Benédict & Nancy MRS. MIKE Cowerd, McCann 
$2.75 

A refreshing book, in contrast to the routine machinemade novels of the bulk 
of publishers' lists, this book- listed as fiction- should attract the market for “é 
look to the Woods and Wilderness Wife. The story of Kathy and her love for Sergeant 
Mike is the same pattern of adoption of a country in all its rawness, terroreend fascin- 
ation. Ketherine Mary O'Fallon, her lungs weakened by pleurisy, leaves Boston for Cal- 
gary and her Uncle John's ranch in 1907. Introduced by a blizzard, seconded by the Chin- 
ook, Kathy soon is bickering with big, gentle Sergeant Mike, a Northwest Mounted Police- 
man, but just an Irish cop to her. With scarcely a backward ldok, at 16 she married him 
and went by dogsled caravan (on which nuns were transported, innocently hiding liquor 
cargoes) to Hudson's Hope. There, on Indian land, she found the isolation had nothing 
of Boston in it, that Indian customs, lives and manners were more than e new experience, 
practically a cataclysm; that mosquitoes, toothpulling, a forest fire and a pregnancy 
added lessons the hard way. But it was at Grouard, where her two children flourished, 
that more vitel experiences and contacts and her husband's growing work and devotion, 
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combine to make a tightwoven Northern life tapestry, rent when an epidemic of diphtheria 
takes the lives of the two children. A trip back to Boston and its small superficial- 
ities restored her values, so that she could return to Mike, and the North, knowing that 
he and the country and all its hardships were her life. The flu epidemic and the war 
bring her in 1918 a new, adopted family, and a tying together of all the threads. This 
has the feel of the factual books, and happily skips custom-tailored plotting, so that 
the episodic treatment gives it an acceptable hallmark. Literary Guild for March. 





March 1 
Faralla, Dana THE MAGNIFICENT BARB Messner 
$2.50 (or $2.75) 
* I loved this = but then I (and a lot of other people) am confessedly sus- 


ceptible to the boy-and-horse school of story telling. There's something here of 

My Friend Flicka, something too of National Velvet, and just a hint of Donn Byrne in 
the Irish flavor (though the setting is Georgia, and the desolate, rundown plantation 
of the Fitzgeralds, where the Irish heart of old Sean seems intensified in his grand- 


_ son, Kevin). To both Kevin and his sister, Cleena, horses held all their dreams, and 
they bid fair to remein dreams until Kevin saw, in e tinker caravan of Irish horse 
‘ traders, the white-footed horse of his dream, the Barb. To be sure the Barb was pathe 
¥ etically thin, covered with galls and sores, but the look of the thoroughbred was there 
» 


and Kevin knew ite and knew the horse for his own. How he got him, and brought him back 
to health, and how he had his day makes a story predictable in the pattern, but once 
again appealing to any reader who loves to read of horses and racing, and of the love 

of a boy for his horse. It is well done. There's a feel of the countryside- and an 
earthiness (and this not only in the scene in which the Barb is mated with the blind 
mare, Ziki). There's romance too. | 


@ A Few Guides to Good Bets 


A second novel by Flizabeth Jaylor- PALLADIAN (Knopf) for appreciative audiences; a 
fourth in the Williamsburg Pentalogy, JHE LIGHT HEART by Klswyth Thane (Duell, Sloan 6 
Pearce); and Clyde Brion Davis! new novel, JEREMY BELL (Rinehart). In thrillers, a new 
Eberhart and a new Nelson Nye. See below for reports. 


PROBLENATICAL BOOKS-Fiction 
Januery ? 


,, Neumann, Robert CHILDREN OF VIENNA Dutton 
me : $2075 
A grim tale of children of Kurope today, waif's, homeless, rootless, living 
by their wits, stealing, cheating, lying, hiding out against the authorities, complete- 
ly amoral. These are inevitable by-products of wars, and Neumann, in almost deadened, 
muted tones, gives one a cumulative effect of hopelessness, with an elusive undramatized 
undercurrent of pathos. A group of these children are living together in a cellar of a 
wrecked house, with Yid, a l3-year old product of concentration camps, as the brains of 
' the groupe There's Curly, who clings to the hope that his mother escaped death and will 
' return for him. There's Eve, child prostitute, and Ate, who is ridden by remorse and 
bitterness because she had betrayed her parents. And there's Tiny, who is dying of mal- 
nutrition. Other shadowy figures come and go. And then comes Mr. Smith, a Negro chap- 
lain, who brings tracts, and stays to try to help get the children away. The veneer of 
civilization is ripped off. And then comes his superior officer, who charges him with 
desertion and worse- but who accepts Yid's remorseless shouldering of the bleme. A book ° 
that seems somehow set in a vacuum- as hopeless in its outlook as the situation with 
which it deals. A disturbing, though sometimes difficult and confusing book. 
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February 4 


Lavin, Mary AT SALLYGAP & Other Stories AmP Little, pein 

The author of fhe House in Clewe Street has here ea collection of short stories 
that will appeal to those who like the stories in The Atlantic rather than The New Yorker 
or The Post. Her forte is characterization end realism, in contrast to other Irish 
writers who rely on mood and mysticism. Mary Lavin does not dress up life; her charac- 
ters stand out from the pages as individuals; but- as in House tn Clewe Street = the 
whole collection has almost a grey tone. For the essential flavor, try Ihe Will, 4 
Wet Day, Brother Boniface; you wont forget the priest or the youngest sister in The ill, 


February 6 


Canetti, Elias THE TOWER OF BABEL a 
Incipient to total madness, in nightmare, Daliesque terms, with underlying 
symbolism for the basic story of scholar-bibliomaniac Professor Kien and his abnormal 
love for his library. In his inhuman devotion to his books, his fanaticism is assailed 
by his housekeeper's avarice and viciousness and he is betrayed into marrying her. Again 
he is hoodwinked by his caretaker, and in his wanderingg on the margins of society, yet 
again by the dwarf chess maniac Fischerle. Through the story of each is woven the hidden 
roots of actions, perverted reasoning, obsessive details of self belief and self destruc- 
tion, until the finale is reaghed in Kien's burning of his bookSeeeeA book first published 
in Vienna in 1938, heralded as one of the leading novels of the century. In Sngland it 
carried the title 4uto-da-Fe. Possibly Mr. Canetti can be credited with ideals of scholar- 
ship; as a novelist he seems portentous, monotonous, and- in final ,analysis- trivial. Any 
market- beyond a possible handful seeking obscure and erudite bookse is difficult to spot. 


Taylor, Elizabeth PALLADIAN Knopf 
$2.50 
. A second novel, confirming the delicacy, the discernment of At Hrs. Lippincote's 


this is also for special tastes, maintaining the wit, the clarity of character detail of 
the first - and adding considerable atmospheric effect. To the household of neuralgic, 
neurotic Marion Vanbrugh, Cassandra Dashwood, young and with a transparent innocence, is 
sent as governess to the motherless Sophy. Here, in a Gothic frame, is the house neglect- 
ed, mouldering and melancholy; the household includes querulous Aunt Tinty, her harsh 
daughter, Margaret, her son Tom, who in his drunkenness becomes interested in the public- 
an's vulgar wife. Sophy, Vanbrugh's six-year-old daughter, had never known her mother, but 
her life is overcast by the image of the dead woman. Duys are spent to kill time, as Marion 
intersperses his solitary reading of the classics to instruct Cassandra in Greek. The sol- 
itery worlds of Tom and Aunt Tinty and Marion Vanbrugh are rudely interrupted by Sophy's 
death, and only then does Tom disclose the secret of her parentege, thus releasing Marion 
from bondage, and leaving him free to declare his love for Cassandra. A story that might 
have been a sort of modern Jane Eyre but which Miss Taylor has kept in clean-cut, sensi- 
tive perspective. For an appreciative, though possibly not a wide audience. 


February 7 


Thane, Elswyth THE LIGHT HEART Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.75 L~ 
I've liked these stories of the Days and the Spragues, largely because I've 
begun to have the sort of friendly feeling for the family, in successive generations, 
that I have for the Whiteoaks of Jalna. The last novel bridged the Atlantic, with two 
inter-marriages, so now the fourth in this Williamsburg Pentalogy, again is set partly 
in Williamsburg, partly in New York, partly in London (and briefly in central Burope) 
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This time World War I provides a somewhat shadowy background, while England of two coron- 
ations- Edward VII and George V- spans the story, and provides shifting focus on custom 
> and tradition. Once again it is a story of the Spragues and the Days, and now their 
English connections; Phoebe, cousin (and niece) of Cousin Sue is heading into a situa- 
tion of the "world well lost for love". Cousin Sue finds a way to rescue her from a 
childlike devotion to “poor Cousin Miles"= and sends her abroad, only to have her con- 
science block her acceptance of the inevitability of her headlong precipitation into 
love for Oliver- and he for her- despite his engagement to the jealous Maia. So Phoebe 
goes back to marry her Miles and finds she can't go through with it; but her decision 
comes too late. A career gives her security without happiness; a war takes her back 
to Europe, with intention to rescue Rosalind from her German Prince - and again she 
finds in Oliver the same overwhelming love. At the close, both are freede the situa- 
tions are contrived, but the outcome is all to the good. Pleasant reading. 
rT 
February 10 


Black, Dorothy THE HIDDEN HEART Macrae~-Smith 

a $2.00 

A gentle palliative which tells the story of very young and most unworldly 

Prue, brought up by an elderly uncle in 9 musty English village,- whose marriage is 
arranged to her uncle's friend, Sir Hector, for security. Although Sir Hector is old 
enough to be her grandfather- and twice as eccentric, Prue accepts acquiescently, even 
though she is attracted to Ronnie Mallow. Prue has invited him to visit Sir Hector where f 
she is staying, and it is through the intervention of Sir Hector's sister that she has 


; her eyes opened and goes back to Ronnie, and a happier future...Fairly elementary rental. 
de Wormser, Anne THE WHITE OLEANDER 2}? Macrae-Smith 

-. $2.00 
: ) Much of the same old sameness in the story of Kay, who leaves her uncles and 





a ranch in California to come to New York and become a success on a slick magazine. Called 
home a few years later, she marries George Renfrow, New Yorker, and just out of the army. 
The author is now concerned with finding enough bumps to lengthen the story. This is 
accomplished as George feels that Kay does not need him as a woman really needs a man, as 
Kay returns to New York leaving George to run the ranch- and return to his senses, and 
everything ends with a kisseo. Watered down Kathleen Norris. 


Bebreryt St 4+ - (6° 


Jameson, Storm BEFORE THE CROSSING Macmillan 
it $2.75 
Lon Renn was known to acquaintances- and most of his friends- as a novelist of 
Pe. rather abstruse, highbrow appeal; actually, this occupation cloaked his work as a sort. 


of counter-espionage agent. This is his story, a story of a rather starved and twisted 
and insecure soul, seeking a kind of sadistic satisfaction in his work, and caught up, 
now and again, in the emotional undertones. One such experience resulted from the "catch" 
in the net he spread to reach a solution regarding the violent death of his "friend", the 
ubiquitous and always gay Henry Smith. He was working on an official assignment at the 
same time, and oddly the two investigations seem to overlap, to bring into focus first 
one, then another, involved in two hunts. There is the poisonous Swan, and his pilot; 
there is Swan's wife, a nymphomaniac, whose starved marriage persuades her to seek satis- 
faction anywhere it is offered, there is one of her lovers, "T.S.", and his wife, the 

rich and powerful Evelyn; there are the Fords, almost innocently involved in the inter-. 
national implications; and there are the Costers, particularly Arnold, who at eighteen 

is made a tool of Georgina Swan's passions. It is a queer, introverted book, dealing 
with a group of insecure, abnormal people, in an abnormal world on verge of ware 
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February 17 


Sklar, George THE TWO WORLDS OF JOHNNY TRURO Little, ap" 

A first novel, which is also a knowing portrait of a boy, and of the ewkward- 
ness of adolescence, the restlessness, the constraint. Johnny Truro is seventeen, and the 
war- in which his older brothers have a part, adds to his sense of impotence. Sensitive, 
with an idealism which can't quite take the vulgar sexual initiations of the other high 
school Joes, Johnny holds off until he meets Helen, who is 31. Her husband is overseas, 
and she is thrown closely with Johnny as she helps him with his painting. They fall in 
love, sleep together, and under Helen's tutelage, Johnny's picture is accepted for an ex- 
hibit in New York. Their love has to take not only their awareness of the disparity in 
their years, but the talk of the, town, ranging from the crude kidding of the boys to 
Johnny's father's cold condemation. Helen's husband, unaware of their relationship, 
comes home on leave, and is killed shortly after his return. Then Helen, facing the 
realization that Johnny must have freedom from her, gives him ups... Contemporary, con- 
vincing- (but definitely for Public Library private inspection rather than open shelves). 


February 19 


Swallow, Alane- fd. ANCHOR IN THE SEA: An Anthology of Psychological Fiction Morrow 
$2.50 

The subtitle rather vaguely applies to a dozen or so short stories, authored 
by names not too familiar to those not versed in psychological fiction, many of them younger 
writers, many belonging to the esoteric school. These include John Berryman, whose //e 
Imaginary Jew has already appeared in an annual; Kay Boyle, Meridel Le Sueur, Jean Garrique, 
David Cornel de Jong, Delmore Schwartz, Jean Stafford, Jessamyn West, and Janet Lewis' //’° 
Wife of Martin Guerre, last and longest inclusion. This particular story appeared some 
years ago in a limited edition, and still holds a definite fascination.... A contemporary 
collection of considerable interest, though the angle defined in the anthology is elusive. 





February 20 


Heuser, Beatrice L. TIMES SQUARE rae 
2250 

The blind alleys - and back streets- of show biz, for the story of Linda 
Browne, who=- kitten innocent, loses her heart to Stephen Royall, producer. His interest 
in her brings her the misical show parts she wants, on Broadway and the road, and leads 
to a love nest de luxe, constantly shifted because of Royall's possessive wife. Being 
Royall's "girl" to the exclusion of all else, Linda is able to find him three smash hits 
in a row; she becomes determined, meeting the wife, to prove her love for him. She 
weathers the high crest of the 20's, and Royall's decline during the crash of the 30's. 
Through her faith, perseverance and ingenuity, she gives him his chance for a comeback. 
With his return to topnotch ranking, she gets her chance at marriage.... In true con- 
fessional vein, for those who must live their lives vicariously. 





February 27 


Davis, Clyde Brion JEREMY BELL Rinehart 
$2.75 

I liked this better than anything he has done since The Anointed ang yet- in 
sober analysis- it is difficult to see how he compels one's concern over the fate of his two 
young characters. Sam:and Jeremy had been chums always; Sam was going to be a miller, Jere- 
my a blacksmith, and they were going to marry the twins they had always beaued. But they 
wanted to see the world outside Dawn's Mill before it was too late. And they get their 
fill of adventure and misadventure in the process. They had dreamed of that world as 
alluring, but no sooner were they in Chicago than they'd had their fill. But pride forced 
Jeremy to talk Sam into signing up with a lumber company for a job which took them into 
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southern Arkansas, and industrial peonage, their future mortgaged to the owners who- 
some fifty years ago- made slaves of the poor innocents caught in their web of glib 
talk, Sam and Jeremy escape- are captured- break jail- and ride the rails to freedom, 
At the close, a kindly soldier turns good samaritan, and gives them the meal that set 
them straight again, Very good reading in good hairbreadth Harry tradition, 


February ? 


Shurtleff, Bertrand THF LONG LASH Bobbs-Merrill 

$2 50 

The author of AWOL and other books related to dogs of the military, here 

spotlights his canines, against a background of Alaska and plenty of excitement, Sedge- 
wick and Trueman, vets, head for a placer gold claim, accompanied by their K-9 dogs, 
Huskie and Spareribs. They tackle walrus, seal, ice-imprisonment, and two dirty-dealing 
villains, and with their last chance to prove their rights to the claim, they are pushed 
to a win by their four-footed friends, For the insatiables, 


Sinclair, Marjorie KONA John Day 
$2.75 
Hawaii,.and the easy-going, relaxed tradition of native Kona, against the 
civilizing conventions of Honolulu, as counterpoint for the love stories of two genera- 
tions, Problems of the half caste are integral to without dominating the story, as 
Martha, part Hawaiian, and brought up in the leisurely, free ways of Kona, marries Win- 
slow, and his family, with their firm New England breeding. With the first child, Laurie, 
Martha almost breaks from the pompous, proprietary Winslow, but by the advent of the 
second child, she has adapted herself to his way of life, and forgotten the lotus-eat- 
ing lures, Laurie, however, more Martha's child than the father's, is constantly at odds 
with him, and is always happier in Kona than in Honolulu, and she falls in love with a 
native Hawaiian, Martha defends her against Winslow, insists that she get the chance 
to live out the heritage which is hers likewise,..Light, in spite of the thematic stress, 
pleasant reading for rental patrons largely. 


Allis, Marguerite WATER OVER THE DAM 2//4 Putnam 
$3.00 


Miss Allis has her background and facts at her finger tips, and success- 
ively her books build in a rich period and regional and historical setting for her story. 
Once again she has used the Connecticut she loves for a story of the Farmington Canal 
project and the stormy record of the idea in its development and operation, So mch 
more is known of the longer lived Erie Canal that the extension of the canal idea to 
other areas is almost forgotten, Here, through the story of young Titus Todd and his 
checkered matrimonial career, there is told that story of the canal which came down 
through fertile farm lands, swamps and river lands, and of the fight put up by the 
river folk and the teamsters, and of politics played between the New Haven and the Hart- 
ford contestants for the state's capitol site. A fresh panel of New Ingland's story, 
and a good yarn as well, Titus was in love with one of the Dickinson twins, but put his 
head into the noose designed by her scheming sister, and found himself married to the 
wrong girl, It was a strange marriage and had stormy passage before he was rid of her. 
It was her betrayal of the canal for which he worked that finally gave him his treedom, 


Angell, Richard THE LONG SWIM 2]! Pees 
: 2.25 

The idea used by Herbert Clyde Lewis in Gentleman Overboard (1937) is here 
put to serious and not satiric use, as this story records a man's efforts to survive, his 
first and possibly his last thoughts. A soldier in Italy takes off with confidence for 
a@ seven mile swim to an island (for no apparently good reason) and alternates between 
assurance and apprehension, He thinks spasmodically of incidents in his childhood, more 
recently of the war, and as the day passes, he realizes that time is running out, Here 
is the conception of heroism- modified by petty irritations, panic, offset by reason, 
Fatigue becomes an anesthesia, all through a long night, and the next day, when he reaches 
an island and rescue,.,.Within its limits, well-done, but the market is conjectural, 
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Putnam 
$2.75 

An assured touch for whimsical turns and a lively, ameing handling of his- 
torical romance for the story of Elinor, who arrives at the wrong house for a job, She 
is unavoidably married to a shocking fellow on his deathbed, and is led into involun- 
tary participation in the ambition of the dead man's uncle, Lord Varlyon, to penetrate 
the treasonable activities of Bonaparte agents, All of a pucker, Elinor finds her en- 
forced widowhood‘ dominated by Carlyon, whose monstrous conceit and doubtful behaviour 
keep her enraged, She also finds that strange visitors to her new estate are mrdered, 
that she is herself in danger, that Carlyon's brothers and sisters combine to placate 
her. She is at last persuaded that the day is saved for Ingland and that Carlyon's 
conceits are chivalrous and her widowhood will end in a real wedding. Mistakes done to 
a turn, in Georgette Heyer's skilled manner, 





THE REWCTANT WIDOW 





Heyer, Georgette 


Heard, H, F. DOPPLEGANGERS 2} 2° Tener 
01D 

Is this supposed to be the inside story ( as it might have been ) of the 
myth of Hitler's double? Or what? Poorly written and clumsily contrived, what symbol- 
ism there is, what analogy, is lost in a welter of words, What emerges is a phantas- 
magoria of the three synonyms implicit in the title,- "a phantom"- "an alter ,ego"- 
“one with second sight”. .....Alpha is would-be ruler of mankind, The Mole is his 
self-appointed destroyer, The third mystery man had been a handsome, golden haired youth, 
remade to be a double for Alpha, ~- remade by facial surgery, operative treatment on his 
larynx, blind training for a part.- By successive steps he finds himself a chef in Alpha's 
kitchen, where the resemblance is relayed to Alpha, and the contact made, He's engaged 
to double for his chief- and finally he kills him and takes his place, Then comes char- 
acter four, the man in saffron, who wishes to dispose of the Mole and to make Alpha II 
the robot of the future world, a world in which human nature will take its course... 
Is there some symbolism we missed? We thought it pretty terrible tripe. 


Willingham, Calder END AS A MAN 2}!) Vanguard 
$2.75 

An intramural inspection of life within a southern military academy- perhaps 
the rawest rendition of youth in many years- sanctifies the work of such writers as 
Farrell by mere comparison, Here are the boys as they bull over women, Negroes, Jews; 
as they indulge imaginatively in sexual sport, wholesome and unwholesome, and physically 
in brutal bullying; as they conduct trouble sessions in the town,- drinking, gambling, 
cheating, In particular, the story concerns Marquales, one of the most attractive of the 
freshman cadets, who in violation to the rules, gets in with upper classmen, avoide an 
amatory tangle with homosexual Perrin McKee, but is involved in a card game and its after- 
math by Jocko de Paris, who rides on his father's influence to break all regulations. 
At the close, Jocko cannot escape expulsion, while an ironhanded discipline bears down 
on all others including Marquales, In language, in conduct, probably as unlovely and 
uncouth a transcription as can be had. Certainly not designed for entertainment. 


Milburn, George FLANNIGAN'S FOLLY d] 23 wacthenny 
20 
Here, ‘in the Homer Croy tradition, is a variant on the homely saga. The story 
of the wonder and scandal of Buried Hatchet ( East Oklahoma ), Felix Flannigan, whose 
dream of adding good farmland found outlet in courting young widow Pilgrim, whose son 
Rickie he adores, When mild Hoe Griffen, who raised vegetables for the Army in the South 
Seas, comes to buy a farm, he is surprised into accepting a job as Mrs, Pilgrim's farm 
hand, counters Flannigan with disarming innocence, and wins the Irishman's heart, But 
it takes pneumonia to break Flannigan down and open the way for Joe to win the widow, 
Enough humor in the eccentric Irishman's divergence to remove the homespun stigma, 
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oe Marphy, Edward F, PERE ANTOINE Doubleday 
} $2752.50" 
An unusual combination of fiction and history and biography in a story 
of New Orleans' famous priest, Antonio Moreno of Granada, Believing he is jilted when 
- Anglice accepts another so that he may follow his calling, Antonio carries bitterness 
in his heart and proves an apt pupil of the grim Angelmo, of the Capuchins, Sent to 
Nouvella Orleans, he proves a scourge, a thorn to the authorities; he founds a leper 
hospital, champions the Negroes, and governmental fears precipitate his return to Spain 
in 1790. Then he undergoes a change, An Irishman wins him over to liberal thinking; 
his dead love's daughter continues his conversion to truer Christianity, and eventually, 
back again in Louisiana, he proves not only a good but a great priest. His was a Savon- 
arola role in a young land - the Inquisition behind him, A novel with a religious theme, 
tracing the regeneration of a man rather than of his flock. 


March 11 


Bruff, Nancy CIDER FROM EDEN Dutton 
$2.75 
This is about as bad- and as good- as one might expect from the author of the 
much-discussed Manatee. Here we have Brooklyn Heights in 1875, before the invasion of 
the tough guys and the subways- then a staid, respectable commnity of homes, Our 
author seems not quite sure whose story it is- she is more concerned with the not-too- 





ay unusual theme, the eternal search for something, be it truth or death, Her bizarre 
} characters are fired with nervous restlessness, and refuse to stay put in her story. 
'8 There is beautiful Chloe, who marries the wealthy sporteman, Gerrit Van Fleet, Gerrit 


. is a perpetual adolescent and doesn't mature even when Chloe leaves him to seek “the 
man who waits in the hacienda”, She never finds the man, but takes up all and sundry 
in her pursuit of a purpose for existence. At the close, dying of hard living and 
absinthe, she has a foggy notion that perhaps God and the power of creation are the 
answers, Chloe's unusual disappearance has a’ strange psychological effect on her three 
sons:~ Eric becomes a soldier of fortune; Neil a wastrel; and Victor boringly good, 
goes insane on the verge of attaining Eva, his life's goal, The plot is hastily stitched 
together and superficial to the point of being vapid. Slipshod style and too obvious 
characterization make it too evidently timed to capture the elusive market of The Manatee,- 
Those who read this for an emotional jog will be disappointed. 


a" 

Burn, Michael YES, FAREWELL |< mee ae 

3.00 
' A sounding board for the many climates of the mind, in the roster of a German 
castle's prisoners of war, from 19435 to the liberation, Twenty six year old Alan Maclaren 
om is pivotal point as the days of his escape come closer, as with Tug and Brian he is 
successful in his break to liberty. He meets Russians, misses the Swiss border, is 
imprisoned in Munich as a spy, There friendship with the scholar Tomavich, a Serb, 
and Tug's death, clarify his directions, and returned to his original prison, he pursues 
his new course, spreads the idea of kmowledge, of the brotherhood of man, and infects 
his fellow officers and men, With invasion and the prospect of freedom, he has his 
hopes. In the cynicism and scepticism, in the strengths and weakmesses of prison~enforced 
leisure, this is a detailed recording of the individual developments of a group, of 
J an individual, Overlong, over-pursued as an idea, this concentrates on mental rather 
than physical gymnastics, 





- March 12 ts 





Bax, Roger DISPOSING OF HENRY Harper 
| | $2.50 4— 
Nasty business, neatly detailed, as the genesis, and accomplishment of a 
crime sustains a-story of mrder, Denise, nee Daisy, works her way out of the squalor 




















¢ 
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of a London slum as a mannequin, next as a mistress, and after a fairly solid touch, gets 
to the Riviera where she meets lepidopterist Henry Wycherly, whose money more than off- 
sets his years, his rustic pursuits, Once married to Henry, she finds county life in 
England as dull as her husband, but conducts herself impeccably if indolently, manages 
occasional overnight affairs in London, until - with the war- she meets Trant, R.A.F, hero 
and ex-jailbird. Two of a kind, they plan Henry's mrder, but a minor misstep joods to 
their apprehension,,.A study of crime, coolly planned, coldly executed, Mystery novel 
market . 


Merch 13 


Baldwin, Faith SLEEPING BEAUTY : gests 
, $e .50 

Pat prescription for romantic rental entertainment in the story of Carla, 
lovely but loveless, who agrees, under pressure, to marry rich, petulant playboy Harry 
Trask, Realizing after a year of marriage how wrong it is, Carla leaves him, divorces 
him, but still cannot lose him, Harry drinks, is in and out of a sanitorium, and close 
to cracking, persuades Carla to remarry him, In an automobile accident after Harry slips 
back on the bottle, Carla's beauty is impaired, and losing her appeal for Harry she is 
free- and at last admits her love for Richard Kent, childhood i ata 
amorous, assured, ate 


r PY Ve ket 
| vi | 
CR * Merch ah & B.3 pe 
Wouk, Herman AURORA DAWN 4 es uM & Schuster 


The title page reads "Aurora Dawn or, The True ee of Andrew Oy at Se 
taining a Faithful Account of the Great Riot, Together with the Complete Texts of Nich- 
ael Wilde's Oration and Father Stanfield's Sermon.” | Well- there you have it, A de- 
liberate attempt to set a modern story ( satirizing radio advertising and advertising 
bunkum generally - plus making an undercut at the use of religion to pull sales ), to 
set such a story in Victorian frames of expanded title heads, and rambling inconsequent- 
jals, Frankly, I found it forced, artificial, and would excuse it chiefly as a satire 
on the satires ~ a little something that would have to be kept in the air like a shuttle- 
cock or fall of its own weight. I confess that for this reader at least it fell, kerplunk, 
However, that's just my reactim to it. There are others- including its publishers- who 
have gone completely overboard about it. I like those publishers, I hate to disagree with 
them about one of their pets, ( I do agree when they say that the book offers a problem 
of considerable dimensions, ) Incidentally, if your customers ask whether it is like a 
certain other book on a like subject, you might say- "Points of resemblance, No dirt," 


March wW 


Bombal, Maria Luisa HOUSE OF MIST Farrar , + ee 
50 

Passion, crime and secrecy- but without mrder- this might be called a psych- 
ological detective story, The setting in the extreme end of South America leads the 
reader on to 4 house, half-haunted by figures from the past, hidalgos and Spanish balls 
and lovers, mist-shrouded swamps, fine horses and fierce dogs- romantic paraphernalia. 
The characters include a girl, illegitimate and living as a sort of Cinderella-maid to a 
beautiful blond cousin, who marries the strong uncouth neighboring landowner, The lovely 
cousin does not love her husband and drowns herself; and he then rescues our Cinderella 
from a life of servitude by marrying her, The disentanglement of the hearts of these 
two people forms the theme of the story, a sort of Rebecca plot and atmosphere, but lack- 
ing the interest-compelling spark, 


Q} | 
Croft-Cooke, Rupert MISS ALLICK SE a of Holt 
$2.75 
* In 1920, with the war behind them, the Fieldings believed things would return 
to normal, and into this family came the new governess, Miss Allick of the flat heels and 


pince-nez, With an egotistic-like determination she sets about becoming one of Mngland's 
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leading authors, Gaucho, her first attempt, was so bad on every count that most publishers 
refused to handle it; with a few “honest” bribes an old friend of the Fieldings agreed to 
launch it- and overnight it was a success, Her career is launched, The amoral twenties 
saw Adjust Your Dress;then at its close came a family saga, The Dennison Epic. So through 
the years,- changing friends, personality and furniture, along with literary sty ‘es to 
suit the times, Miss Allick gorged herself on success, She even annexes a husband, 
Shayle Fielding, twenty years her junior, and her first charge as governess, The book 

is an ironical thrust at the public who snapsup meretricious values; it is a lament on the 
deterioration of literature - and with it all, it is good entertainment, spiced with 
sarcasm and trimmed with good British decor, in subtle style, Not for everyone- but 
those who will appreciate it will have a good time, 


March 72 3/3 
Williamson, Scott Graham FIESTA AT ANDERSON'S HOUSE _ Holt 
: Jest SF 

Originally reported for Fall, as follows:- "A suggestive, sensuous prose, 
a strong sense of atmosphere, an affectionate identification with the primitive marks 
this first novel of San Juan, Puerto Rico, the fiesta at Anderson's House which is its 
focus and climax, Beyond that it is a series of portraits of whites and natives who 
were to attend the American newspaperman McCormick's fiesta, as McCormick rounds bars, 
bagnios, homes, to invite his friends. Here is the city with ite poverty, its racial and 
political hostilities; certain of the characters, Rafael the painter, Velasquez the 
writer, Bierman the social worker, etc, And the fiesta the next day reaches its height 
in the midst of a hurricane, ends in orgiastic revelry and death, There's something of 
the Tortilla. Flat Steinbeck here in a portrait of a pagan people, the abandoned amoral- 
ity, the casual conviviality; but here it is more sensual, less highhearted, The market 
seems somewaat limited, 


Warner, Sylvia Townsend _ MUSEUM OF CHEATS 3/7! ~ rene 
2.50 

A new collection of pieces which again, within small compass, achieve an 
extraordinary exactitude, impale with precision a passing mood- an incidental moment. 
Largely against the background of Ingland at war, here is city and county Britain, the 
subtle shades of caste and convention, old age and middle age, the bountiful and the 
patronized, the inadequate, the inept, rather than the tragic, The reunion of a con- 
scientious objector and his ATS wife and the end of a marriage in pity; a gunner returns 
home to the obtuse patriotism of his mother; the calling up of a spinster; an old man's 
collection of superstitions- The Museum of Cheats-which in its staid uselessness sur- 
vived many centuries and the Blitz, The minor minutiae of everyday life caught by a 
subtle, sharp intelligence, this will largely be for a fastidious following. 


VITAL STATISTICS - Mysteries & Westerns 


February 6 


Coxe, George Harmon THE FIFTH KEY Foye 
2,00 
Durable Ken Mardock, Boston news photographer, headed into a murder set up 
on a New York radio assignment as'a new show, the importance of the scripts, and some 
small operators make his job dangerous and snappy. <A mddle of plagiarism, marital 
angles, and two corpses push Murdock around until he finally satisfies the city's 


& police, Staple, 
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February 20 





Little, Constance & Gwenyth THE BLACK GOATEE ae ra 
2200 
The Littles, who have a degage way with death, combining the housing situation 
and homicide as four, among those homeless, sneak a move in on two cousins, and are joined 
by a fifth, unidentified man in a black goatee who is killed. Of blackmail, an insurance 
policy payoff, a disappearance, monkeyshines and monkeybusiness until- without benefit of 
the police- the killer betrays himself, Not for stricter, or soberer tastes, this is how- 


ever gaye 
February 28 

Eberhart, Mignon Go ANOTHER WOMAN'S HOUSE Random House 

* Myra, in love with Richard, whose wife, Alice, has served two years ea 


sentence for mrder, is confronted by the creed and code of honoring &® woman in her own 
home when Alice returns, pardoned. The night before the law takes over, the release of 
new testimony and the reversal of old evidence, bring together those concerned in the old 
crime. Myra is the focal point in discovering missing facts, watches the shifts of sus- 
picion, and with a "suicide" is able to fight in the open for the man she loves and dis- 
close the truth about the killer. Silken, with decorator detail. 


IS wv 
March A 
Nye, Nelson Co THE BARBER OF TUBAC Macmillan 
$2.00 
* The solo saga of Tuck Eddards, barber, who came to bordertown Tubac with a 





hankering to ride- but found no man to hire him when a reputation for sharp shooting 

put him on the bad books of gambler Gallivan. In further trouble with Gallivan over 
Chacha, his girl, Tuck decides to get out of town- and not without apprehension, falls 
for the lure of the fabulous and fatal Planchas mine. In spite of Gallivan, Tuck evades 
his men, evades a death trap at another's hands, clears out with the girl- but no silver. 
Best of breed. 


March 5 


Vickers, Roy THE WHISPERING DEATH Morrow 
$2.50 v 
10-20-30 modern dress melodrama for the identification, and apprehension, of 
a London bandit, known as the Whisperer, who terrorizes London. With 5 killings, and 8 
successful kidnappings with ransom to his credit, he is tracked dqwn by an innocent man, 
turned felon to insure his fiancee's safety. With current radio, gas and gadget instru- 
ments in use, it is Scotland Yard, with gloves off, to the rescue for the kill. Whoopes. 


io 


March $ 


Holman, Hugh ANOTHER MAN'S POISON Me S. Mill 
3 $2.50 
Steady on for another of Sheriff Macready's cases. The death of an anti-poll, 
anti-FEC Congressman, who supports white supremacy and mill owners' rights, unleashes the 
political and election scandals of a southern industrial town. Macready soon becomes more — 
than an outsider and with cataloguing, tabulating and correlating facts, Macready un- 
GD tangles the piled up motives and nets his killer. Somber. 
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BANTAM BOOKS. (Each $.25) for February 





@ Ford, Leslie - FALSE TO ANY MAN Smith, Betty - A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN 
| Short, Luke = RIDE THE MAN DOWN Young, Edith - PUZZLES, QUIZZES AND GAMES 
(Original ) 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) 


; For January 7 For February 
Christie, Agatha - MURDER IN MESOPOTAMIA Autry, Gene=- #d. = WESTERN STORIES 
Coxe, George Harmon - THE LADY IS AFRAID Blochman, Lawrence G. = BLOW-DOWN 
Hughes, Dorothy B. = THE BLACKBIRDER Hale, Christopher - MIDSUMMER NIGHTMARE 
Marshall, Edison - THE WHITE BRIGAND Hammett, Dashiell - RETURN OF CONTINENTAL OP 
Reilly, Helen - NAME YOUR POISON McCloy, Helen = WHO'S CALLING? 
Stout, Rex - ALPHABET HICKS Roos, Kelley - SAILOR, TAKE WARNING 


| GARDEN CITY BOOKS for February 
Blue Ribbon (Each $1.00) for February 10 
Benchley, Robert - OF ALL THINGS Beck, Fred - SECOND CARROT FROM THE END 
Garden City De Luxe 


February 3 
Kieran, John=- #2... INFORMATION PLEASE ALMANAC (Original Publication)- $2.00 


@ February 10 ; 
Becker & Linscott-fds. . BEDSIDE BOOK OF FAMOUS FRENCH STORIES - $1.49 
Cloete, Stuart - AGAINST THESE THREE - $1.49 Davis, Kenneth S.- SOLDIER OF DEMOCRACY - $1.49 
Kravchenko, Victor - I CHOSE FREEDOM ~ $1.49 


Star Dollar for February 10 
Naloney, Russell - IT'S STILL MALONEY 


Sun Dial (Each $1.00) for February 10 


Coryn, Marjorie - MARRIAGE OF JOSEPHINE Street, James - THE GAUNTLET 
Kent, Louise Andrews= COUNTRY MOUSE Walworth, Dorothy = NICODEMUS 
Meeker, Arthur - THE FAR AWAY MUSIC Williams, Ben Ames - IT'S A FREE COUNTRY 


(Each $1.49) 


Swanson, Neil H. - THE PERILOUS FIGHT Thayer, Tiffany - ONE WOMAN 
Williams, Ben Ames - LEAVE HER TO HEAVEN 


Triangle (Each $.49) for February 10 


Baldwin, Faith - BLUE HORIZONS Caspary, Vera - BEIELIA 
Bower, B. Me = BLACK THUNDER Charteris, Leslie =- SAINT STEPS IN 


POCKETBOOKS -(&ach $,25) for February 





Benchley, Robert -MY TEN YEARS IN A QUANDARY Hughes, Dorothy B. - THE DELICATE APE 
Christie, Agatha - TOWARDS ZERO Lee, Gypsy Rose - THE G-STRING MURDERS 
Haines, William Wister - SLIM THE POCKET TREASURY (Pocket Reader #2) 
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WORLD BOOKS for February 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


Burman, Ben Lucien - ROOSTER CROWS FOR DAY Petry, Ann = THE STREET 
Miller, Arthur - FOCUS Stewart, Kamona - DESERT TOVN 


Odd Price Specials 


Clark & Liebere kds. « GREAT SHORT STORIES Collins, Wilkie - THE WOMAN IN WHITE - $1.49 
OF THE WORLD - $1.98 Farrell, James Ge- A WORLD I NEVER MADE-$1.49 


PRUDENCE PENNY'S COOK BOOK = $1.98 


Tower Hooks (kach §.49) 


Baldwin, Faith - INNOCENT BYSTANDER Parker, Dorothy - LAMENTS FOR THE LIVING 
Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE Pyle, Ernie - HERE IS YOUR WAR 
ROLLING BONES Robertson, Frank = LOST RANGE 


Announcing 
February 20 


White, Stewart THE SAGA OF ANDY BURNETT Doubleday 
$3.50 


With an introduction by Joseph Henry Jackson, this one volume reissues four 
best sellers:= ~he Long Rifle, Ranchero, The Folded Hills, Stampede, and makes available 


once more the complete adventures of Andy Burnett. 
a 
February ?7 


Stout, Rex HOW LIKE A GOD Vanguard 
$2.50 


A new edition of a 1929 title - the best of Stout's novels and a reminder 
that the novelist came before the mystery writer. 


PENGUIN BOOKS (Each .$.2a5) for February 


Ashbrook, He = PURPLE ONION MYSTERY Wechsberg, Joseph = LOOKING FOR A 
Cain, James M. - SERENADE BLUEBIRD 
Gearon, John - THE VELVET WELL PELICAN ORIGINAL: 

James, Henry = DAISY MILLER and AN larrison, De Ge = INTRODUCING 


INTERNATIONAL EPISODE SHAKES PEARE 


—— 
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TWO DARK HORSES 


®@ February 10 


Chiang Kai-Shek with CHINA'S DESTINY Roy 
notes & comments by Philip Jaffe $3.50 





uae 


PEASE a Ree Ae TN PON OTe Te 


The first English language edition not only of China's Destiny, but of China's 
Economic Theory, basic texts on which the thinking, the planning, the deeds of the Kuo- 
mintang are based. This is China's Hein Kampf, required reading for all literate Chinese, 
China's Noe 1 best seller. A careful study of the texts make Chiang's contradictory posi- 
tion and his thinking clearer. Here is a philosophy which turns back the pages of history 
by glorifying China's past, and by advancing Confucius' philosophy as bases for the new 
Chine. If Jaffe's annotations mean what they seem to, that past and that philosophy are 
juggled to fit the needs for the preservation of power in the hands of those who make China 
again a semicolonial, semifeudal system. Old China is reenforced against New China, a 
China which includes, says Jaffe, most of the intellectuals, the younger army officers, 
students, smell business men, and Communists.... The translation is a brilliant one, pre- 
pared by two scholars, double checked. Annotations throughout coment not only on con- 
tent, but indicate where changes have been made for this edition, the first since China 
was allied with those Western powers he seeks to repudiate. Omissions are noted as well. 





’ 
j 


Essential reading for everyone. 
6 ‘ Man eh 17 
February 22 
Budenz, Louis Francis THIS IS MY STORY Whittlesey House 
$3.00 


A book to make all Reds see red = but among the much larger audience of the con- 
servatives (those to whom J Chose Freedom is @ bible) many will find satisfaction and 
seemingly more solid substantiation for the point of view they support... Here is the 
autobiography of the one-time editor of The Daily Worker whose repudiation of Commnisn, 
hook, party line and Stalin, made front pages and created plenty of news=- worthy dis- 
cussion. Bearing in mind the success of the Kravchenko book, one is reasonably safe in 
predicting that this will sell. It certainly bears close watching, with the publisher's 
confidence and a first printing of 25,000 backed by wide advertising. Budenz was brought 
up in a deeply Catholic tradition, but left the Church when he married a divorcee. Asso- 
ciated with various liberal movements, participating actively in labor problems, eventu- 
ally he overrode his disagreements with Commmism and landed in the Communist camp, join- 
ing the Party officially in 1935. He recounts the many religio-political duels which 
followed, as defects became apparent; he realized that he was under the "domination of 
forms and forces that stood for world conquest in the name of Stalin". Here too is the 
"mental concentration camp” of the party line, the direct control from Russia, the under- 
cover techniques, and- most difficult for Budenz- the rejection of Catholicism by the 
Party. In 1943, he rejoined the Church, under the guidance of Monsignor Sheean, and with 
exaltation found himself again in the faith, the "source of beauty and moral strength” 
denied him by Communism.e... Undoubtedly, this book will secure backing of the Church, 
and of the powerful anti-Commnistic blocs. All of which will contribute to sales. 


Soe watch ito 








Not Much To Wave a Flag About 


The author of Admiral of the: Ocean Seas with a fine piece of reporting, OPERATIONS IN 
NORTH AFRICAN WATERS .(Little, Brown); a good regional, historical background book in 
John Jennings' BOSTUN.(Doubleday) - these stand above the level of the balance of 


titles .in section following. 


Se 
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January 10 







Simon & Schuster 
$3200 
This almost convinced me I could learn to ski properly from a book, for ths 
collaboration provides both the expert and technical factual data and the presentation 
by one who defines himself as a "tyro" near enough to the problems of learning to know 
what is difficult, what must be explained in primer terms. He has made his text not 
only clear from the "how-to" angle, but entertaining reading. The method chosen is the 
Arlberg Method, which Mr. Spectorsky feels is basically sound, can be learned at slow 
speed and applied at high, and is especially adapted to the open slope downhill skiing 
which is most generally popular in this country. There is advice on how to use the 
book, on equipment and clothing. [Every movement described is illustrated by photographs 
by Lloyd Arnold and drawings by S. Fleishman. Personally, I found the diagrams a little 
difficult to follow, but maybe it is like knitting instructions; when you start follow- 
ing them, the difficulties straighten themselves out. 


INVITATION TO SKIING 





Iselin, Fred & Spectorsky, A.C. 

















January 21 

























Bushnell, Eddie & Moran, M.0. UNDERSEAS LOG Caxton 
$4.00 

The record of a fascinating, often fatal profession, in unassuming recapitula- 
tion (which does not attempt competition with the Ellsberg book). Eddie Bushnell worked | 
largely in the Monterey area, laying and repairing lines, pipes and hoppers for the : | 
canneries, Here is the technique of diving, with easy-does-it a first commandment; the | 
dangers of fouled up air lines, rough waters, the bends; particular jobs from salvaging 
a blonde's pocketbook with her mortgage money to the body of a dead woman; the loss of a 
finger underseas=- and almost of a life; the lure of big money in sunken treasure which 
stayed sunken.e. No primadonna performance here, but a plain spoken, plain dress account 
of particular interest to men and boys. 





Davis, Herbert THE SATIRES OF JONATHAN SWIFT 2/1) Macmillan 
$2.00 

A cool, classical examination and elucidation of Swift as a literary, political 
and moral satirist. The author, President of Smith College, is an authority on Swift. In 
the first of the three essays, he analyzes A Tale of a Jub in which the corruption of 
English letters was the object of his satire; in the second, he discusses the two periods 
in which Swift's pen became political,- the last years of Queen Anne's reign when he wrote 
the Tory tracts for the Tory ministry, end later, in the name and manner of a Dublin linen 
draper, the Irish writings to prevent collaboration with England and keep alive the Irish 
spirit of independence. The last essay deals with the famous moral satire. Gulliver's 
fravels, the finest and most complete satire on human life in which the brutality, stupidity, 
and “unestimable sum of human pain" in the world of man was scoredeocee For students and 
specialists in this field. 





January 22 


Cullen, Countee ON THESE I STAND Harper 
$2.50 
This well-known Negro poet needs no introduction to American poetry readers, 
nor to anyone interested in the contribution of the Negro to American letters. Cullen 
was the first, and many feel still the greatest of modern Negro poets. This collection 
of his own choice of the best of his verse shows again his unmistakable gift of lyricism, 
his romantic passion for his people. He has been greatly influenced by the Victorian 
romantics in style, but his material is essentially his own, his feeling authentic. It 
is good to have his verse collected and may widen his market considerably. 
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January 27 


Foldes, Lili TWO ON A CONTINENT Dutton 


$3200 

The Hungariens discover America and take their readers (for it is very definite- 
ly two persons' book) into the heart of the experience, ss they go their adventurous, im 
aginative and enthusiastic way. Andor Foldes met the young Hungarian correspondent through 
e mutual friend who was sponsoring his first appearance as a concert pianist in America. 
It was e case of love at first sight, and the unity of their approach to new experience, 
to adventure and misadventure shared, makes friendly appeal. A chance to give a series of 
recitals at the new Summer music festival et Brigham Young University in Utah opened the 
way to seeing more of this country than most Americans have seen, and for six years they've 
zigzagged back and forth, up and down- he giving concerts, and she lecturing, now together, 
now eapart,- California, the Pacific Northwest, Utah, Kansas, Charleston (South Carolina), 
Miami - these are high spots. Perhaps the most entertaining to read (and heartbresking to 
experience) was the music camp in the Adirondacks. But the importance of the book lies in 
the revealing comparison of what they expected of America and what they found; there's a 
certain charm to the naivete of impression, coupled with a cosmopolitan viewpoint. One 
wonders if they realize how unusual they are in the extent of their contacts, in the wide 
(and impressive) scope of experience in a brief six years, the number of people they have 
made their friends. There is appeal here for the music audience, as well as for those who 
enjoy good human interest material. 


January 28 


Bentley, Phyllis SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE ART OF NARRATIVE Macmillan 
$1.50 

Scarcely more than essay length, these are a few introductory remarks about 
fiction to stimulate inquiry and criticism thereof. This is a redefinition of narrative 
writing and reclassification into three categories,- the description, the summary, and 
the scene, which in blend comprise the art of the fiction forme its flexibility and 
variety. Secondly, in a section entitled "contemporary trends", she singularizes this 
heading in a discussion of three authors (Dorothy Richardson, Virginia Woolf, and James 
Joyce) who introduced one trend- life presented through ' ‘specific moments" or stream of 
consciousnesSee.e The whole is borne out by illustrations from classic sources. Of possi- 
ble interest to students of literature, but almost too slight to justify publication is 
book form. | 


January 29 


Grant, James Je SINGLE SHOT RIFLES Morrow 
$5.00 

For collectors and sportsmen, here is gun lore and history and anecdote deal- 
ing with single shot rifles. The author concentrates on standard models of old target 
guns, American made and foreign molds; he gives a complete listing of those put out by 
the leading manufacturers in the field. This includes a comprehensive study of the re- 
modeling of old single shot rifles as well as an examination of the kind of cartridges 
aveileble for use in them today. These guns are popular for use both on the target 
range and in the game field. 175 illustrations - photographs of actual rifles or of 
rifles shown in the original catalogues. 


Marin, Ma rie WIND ALOFT, WIND ALOW Scribner 

$3.50 

Something for the open sea enthusiast, this account of two trips across the 
Atlantic, once in Winnibelle, sailing, the second trip in Arielle, by power, both single- 
handed. A modest account, filled with details of distance cruising, the precision of 
arrangements, choice and outfitting of boats, the actual experience of solo traveling. 
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This will fill quite a need, for with the wer this type of personal adventure has nat- 
urally been missing, and although the voyages are mid 1950's, the experiences, ocean 
travel in small craft have their own epecial appeal for their own special audience, 







February 3 












lucas, Diane THE CORDON BLEU COOK BOOK Little, Aigo 
3.00 
This overlaps no other cook book stemming from sources connected with the 
Cordon Bleu cooking school in New York, It is- as the publishers say- "pure Dione Lucas, 
as absorbed and rewritten by her for American consumption", It is not the one and only 
cook book for the neophyts, but it will give a fillip to the palate with its special 
emphasis on sauces and correct cooking methods ( see particularly fish he on greater 
variety ( as with soups ), on secrets of seasoning, Of particular value are some of 
the hints on planning meals, on use of wines for flavoring, on suggestions as to/ors 
d‘oeuvres as parts of meals, on utensils and their care, There are excellent recipes, 
some of them difficult to find elsewhere, many of them just what the imagination needs 
when invention lags, Glossary at end will help the inexperienced cook, Let's hope 
the index is a complete one as the arrangement is not foolproof for general use, 















February-6- 2/,, 


Briffault, Herma- /d.- THE MEMOIRS OF DOCTOR KERSTEN Doubleday 
$3.00 SO 
These are the first intimate recollections to come from Hitler's inner, upper 
circle, Dr, Kersten, a Finnish physiotherapist who practised in Holland and Germany, 
first treated Himmler in 1940 - became indispensable to Himmler with his special type 
of massage - and thereby became inviolable through years to come, Playing on Himmler's 
health, Kersten was able to intercede for special friends, forestalled the deportation 
of the Dutch, bettered the lot of the Jews in some concentration camps, There's con- 
siderable savory and unsavory scandalmongering here, of his patients, Hess ( who, he 
claims, was impotent ), Ciano, Ley ( a drunk and a lecher ), Ribbentrop ( syphilitic ) - 
and indirectly of Hitler, whose medical report was made accessible to Kersten by Himmler 
and showed an uncured syphilitic condition as well as mental unbalance, Personal de- 
tail alternates with political event in what is a somewhat sensational ( and suspect ) 
set of memoirs, which will be contested - but may well be read, Introduced by Konrad Heiden. 



























Cole, G.D.H. & Postgate, Raymond THE BRITISH PEOPLE: 1746-1946 Knopf 
$5.00 

Dependable, exhaustive researching, not intended for the popular trade, in 
this survey of two centuries of British history, in terms of the social movements, con- 
ditions of change, and the temper of the people, Indicating the cleavages between the 
classes, the conflict of the societies, the reform principles, the rise of trade union- 
ism, the ac*ualities of reform rather than revolution, this is a detailed account of 
little known and forgotten facts, incidents, persoalities, of trends, and the advance- 
ment of social principles, 








Corwin, Edward S, TOTAL WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION eyed 
2.50 
In a specialized field, this series of lectures on the impact of war on the 
Constitution, and the effecte of war pressures during peacetime, on constitutional issues, 
In surveying the results of past wars, this shows the influence of war measures and 
powers on constitutional law and theory, indicates the invasion of civil rights, the 
ominous significance in reforms likely to squeeze liberty out of foreign and domestic 
relations, An assessive, judicial reviewing for a particular market rather than for 
the wider reading public. 
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Ortiz, Fernando CUBAN COUNTERPOINT Knopf 
$4.00 
As introduced by Bronislaw Malinowski, this is certainly a "wealth of sober 
scientific labor and searching social analysis", in which the political, historical, econ- 
omic, social significance of sugar and tobacco, the Cuban counterpoint, is analyzed in 
a series of papers. Sugar and tobacco formed Cuba's history, were the motives of its 
leaders, the shackles of its leaders, the shackles of its people. This studies their 
cultivation and production, their racial connections and social consequences, their 
transportation and trade, their ethnography and "transculturation" abroad through the 
centuries, the customs and rituals, religious and mystical attitudes associated with 
the devil weed, the beginnings of sugar production in America and its close connection 
with capitalism, etc. A book of sociological as well as industrial importance, but 
only for scientific shelves. , : 


February 17 


Van Loon, Hendrik Willem REPORT TC SAINT PETER Simon é& Schuster 
$3.00 
The appeal of this lies lergely in the sense of feeling that one is again 
listening to Van Loon talking. It is only a fragment of the autobiography he had in 
tended to write, about one quarter which he had roughed in before his untimely death. 
These 150 pages take us up to his thirteenth year, by a meandering route, in which one 
is alweys conscious of the adult Van Loon looking back over his own shoulder at the boy 
he had been, and back of him wandering down bypaths of the history of mankind. The 
slender thread of his own story is continually interrupted by mature comments on the 
world we live in, on the destruction of the scenes of his boyhood by the Nazi airforce. 
There are bits of personal recall, less nostalgic than the average reminiscence, for 
he seemed to have slight fondness for the small boy who grew up in a Rotterdam that 
held only limited stimlus or fascination, a The Hague that opened new doors to an 
adolescent spirit. As is inevitable in an unfinished work, this is an uneven book, 
a teaser for the "report to Saint Peter" which Van Loon has made in personnes. Illus- 
trated by the author. 


February 18 
Morison, S.E. OPERATIONS IN NORTH AFRICAN WATERS AM [> Little, Brown 
October 19g2-June 1943: $4.00 
* This is one of the most important and certainly one of the liveliest of the 


official records yet to be released. Morison, author of Admiral of the Ocean Seas 
knows how to write, end has done not only a superb job of tapping all available sources, 
including interviews with persons who had been part of the operation, but has managed 
to make his text live. He has followed with meticulous care, the step by step proced- 
ure- planning- and carrying out of the plan (preparation, training, ocean crossing, 
beach landings, consolidation - and behind thd lines' diplomatic preparation and pro- 
cedure); he has given a vigorous picture of the largest emphibious operation in history, 
plenned, executed, in face of adverse weather, concentration of submarines, fierce 
fighting on the part of the French - and almost insurmountable diplomatic problems 

with the conflict of opinion regarding Darlan, Giraud, De Gaulle, and so on. The truth 
behind the headlines- and grand reading. Don't minimize its interest. 


Lavrin, Janko DOSTOEVSKY abt a/b ayer 

$2200 
A biography done from a psychological point of view in confradistinction 

to the emotional, romantic treatment accorded him in Henri Troyat's Firebrand, publ- 

ished by Roy (see P. 452- issue of Septe 1, 1946). This is based on the author's 

Dostoevsky and His: Creation, long out of print, and is an analysis of the great novel- 

ist's profound insight into individuals in terms of modern psychology and present-day 

history. Briefly, Lavrin points up the circumstances that strongly influenced Dost} 
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oevsky's writing, his early association with pain, poverty and disease, his four-year 
imprisonment in Siberia, his epilepsy, and his uncontrollable passion for gambling which 
forced him to write under incredible pressure and poverty. Purposely neglecting normal 
happenings, Dostoevsky projected his inner chaos into his characters, and in his em 
phasis on the unconscious, anticipated many of Freud's theories, and the tensions plag- 
uing the world today. While Lavrin admits the novelist's ideological vagaries, he em- 
phasizes the consistency with which he hewed to his major themes,- the "Russian Idea", 
the problem of revolution, of socialism, of culture and religion, subjecting his great 
novels to searching analysis. Compact study which should provide valuable aid to those 
studying Russian literature, whether they are reading Dostoevsky for the first time, or 
rereading Crime and Punishment, The Brothers Karamazov, The I[dtot, -etc. 


=— 
Masefield, John THANKS BEFORE GOING 72S +4~!! Macmillan 
$3.00 


A fairly limited book, not for Masefield's general public, but useful for com- 
parative studies in literature. Masefield recapitulates the influence, importance of 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, based on the 1890 and 1891 editions of his works, issued by 
his brother some years after his death. Here, in deteiled annotations on the contents 
of the edition in question, are Masefield's conclusions as to Rossetti's contributions 
to literature, poetry, etc. An introductory essay describes the Romantic Movement of 
which the Pre-Raphaelite group were a part. The book as a whole contributes a fresh 
interpretation to a literary figure and his works. 


February 20. 3/27 


Scruges, GeRe & MeAee#d. GARDENING IN THE SOUTH AND WEST Doubleday 
$3.00 

Unfairly enough, the vast majority of garden books are focussed on gardening 
in the New England area, with Middle Atlantic application. The Northwest has had some 
slight recognition. But here is a book designed to give gardeners of the south and 
west their due. Charts indicate determination of time for planting within the areas 
involved. Marginal headings make the book easy for reference. The subject matter is 
taken up in fairly routine fashion:- Sotl- outdoors and in, preparation for planting 
for different types of things (this is particularly helpful), fertilizers, watering,; 
Landscaping- trees, shrubs, vistas, when to transplant, when to prune; Seasonal Bloom 
Cycle, flowering plants, emphasis on drought resisting plants, annuals, vines, plants 
native to south and west, propagation, garden secrets, bulbs, roses, feature gardening. 
There's a listing of plant names and a brief bibliography. Illustrated by M.A. Scruggs, 
with 8 pages of linecuts, spots in text, charts and tables. 


Frenk, Philipp EINSTEIN: His ‘life and Times Knopf 
$4.50 
An excellent and at the same time a solid biography of e great man. The author 
has done a fine job of re-creating the political, scientific and philosophical back- 
ground in which Einstein developed, and which he in turn influenced so profoundly. This 
is no simple job of hero-worship, but a detailed and documented account that will prove 
rewarding to the reader with an average science background. There is sufficient incid- 
ent to evoke a sense of personal reality, but it is meaningful incident rather than the 
"intimate glimpses of the great" variety. Perhaps the most successful feature of this 


biography is the compact and relatively intelligible (to the layman) account of Einstein's 


achievements, interwoven in a survey of physics from Galilo to modern times. 


Leighton, Clare TEMPESTUOUS PETTICOAT Rinehart 
$3.50 


There's something akin to Daphne du Maurier's story of her own family, ‘The 
du Maurier’s, in this extraordinary portrait of Clare Leighton's mother, who was in her 
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day a writer of romantic melodrama on a vast scale for serialization in Lord Northcliff's 
papers. Such a character as Marie Leighton could never have existed as part of the Amer- 
ican scene; in herself was all the voluptuous exaggeration of her own melodramatic hero- 
ines. Her daughter pictures a household that revolved around her mother's whims, her 
foibles, and the admiring coterie of elderly males. Her deaf husband worshipped her and 
quietly went ahead writing his boys' books at the cluttered table in the dining room 
where Marie turned out her serials in unending stream. The secretary was general house- 
hold factotum, and brought some measure of orderly living in the midst of chaos. The 
servants, the three children, a nursery regime under stern eye of nurse or governess or 
tutor, lavish and extravagant living, until World War I brought a halt- and always the 
admirers still enthralled by Marie's charm. An incredible story of an Edwardian beauty 
who managed to keep her period intact, despite the world outside. From the superabund- 
ance of detail emerges a vivid picture of the woman and her times. There is a lack of 
that humor that made Clarence Day's portraits of his father and mother an irresistible 
parody of a period. 


; February 21] 
Hinsdale, Harriet ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON: 4 Play Caxton 
$2050 

A play to read rather than to see, I should think. The first scene introduces 
Stevenson at the beginnings of success and fame; the play progresses through mounting 
fame in England, in New York, in Samoa, where he was virtually white king of a wor- 
shipping people who named the road that led to his door the Road of Loving Heart for 
their adored "Tusitala". There are throughout echoes of the world in which he lived- 
the Boer War, the German attempt to establish the New Order in the Pacific, Stevenson's 
share in blocking that lust for power and bringing what proved temporary truce. Steven- 
son, his wife, his stepson, and a number of other minor characters play their parts. 
The text is one of mood and character rather than action. 


February 24 


Bernheim, Bertram, M. MD A SURGEON'S DOMAIN Norton 
7 $3.00 

This is a prosaic account of an often glamourized, popularized profession and 

for that very reason certainly a better balanced picture than most. In part personal, 


modest at all times, and in part theoretical, this is a surgeon's story of surgery. He- 


who is now associate professor at Johns Hopkins Medical School and visiting surgeon at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, turns back the leaves of memory to his own backdoor entry, helped 
by John Finney and by experiences of the first world war. He writes too of the routine 
of a hospital service; of the training of young doctors, of the severe practical problems 
of making a living; of moral obligations- the whole truth and when to tell it; of the 
political concomitants of private practice- and the malpractice of fee splitting; of 
patients' attitudes and resentments; of the nurse shortage. And always the recurrent 
stress on removal of the surgeon from private practice to be placed under the aegis of 
the hospitale.s.e. Plainclothes version of men in white, humane and liberal in viewpoint, 
but not for the drama market of this genre. 


Strakhovsky, Leonid I. ALEXANDER I OF RUSSIA Norton 
$3 250 

Good reading this sympathetic and discerning biography of the ineffectual Alex- 
ender I, grandson of Catherine the Great, who succeeded his mad fath@ to a throne he 
did not want. Alexander began his reign as an enthusiastic reformer, but his weak, 
suspicious nature made him easy prey for the reactionaries. When Napoleon looked cov- 
etously toward Russia, Alexander felt himself chosen by fate to crush him. There's 
the color and pageantry of two Emperors trying to impress each other - end to gain time. 
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After Napoleon's retreat, Alexander escaved into mysticism, while allowing his people 

to be ruthlessly oppressed. With mystery-story suspense, Strakhovsky tells the story < 
of Alexander's "death" and how he fooled the world. To this day the mystery is unsolved. 
Strakhovsky has his own explanation and in an extensive Appendix, presents substantiating 
documents. Here's a mystery in history that rivals Mayerling. Illustrated. 


February-??- 3/2 


Chao Buwei, Yan & Yuenren AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CHINESE WOMAN — Day 
3075 
irs. Chao may term herself a "typical Chinese woman" but her story does not 
support the picture. She tells her story in an unselfconscious and intimate picture, 
with a remote quality when it touches upon the years of invasion and war, but with an 
interesting picture of a Chinese girlhood. Her family had prestige and sufficient 
means, plus liberal viewpoint to permit this headstrong young member of the clan to 
break a lifelong engagement and go to a foreign country to study medicine. The best 
part of the book is this section, with its vivid pictures of Chinese weddings and funer- 
als, of the complex family relationship, of ancient customs meeting resistance. Buwei 
Yang was early a member of the Revolutionary Party; while still a girl she was head of 
a girls' school; and for six years she went to Japan to study medicine. Then, with an 
associate, she opened a small hospital in Peiping, and her adventures as a physician 
are highlighted by the courtship of the absent-minded Mr. Chao (her translator). Their 
"new-style" marriage made the headlines. Then came America, where she acquired enough 
American energy to make it hard to realize she is Chinese} The period of return to 
war-torn China is ineffectual - there's a remoteness in her touching upon the war that 
is disappointing after the interesting start. All in ell, the book would stand drastic 
use of the blue pencil, both to tighten it up and to eliminate the “cutie” elements. 
In spite of this, she does contribute to a better rounded picture of the new Chinese. 








j { (\ c _ 
Hackett, Francis ON JUDGING BOOKS 4/o+4~ 57Z ge 2] " a whoo 
0 
e 


A thoughtful consideration of contemporary literature, which surveys the craft 
of author, critic, reviewer and the reading public levels. It includes actual reviews 
of the books, of the past few years, and provides a fairly high threshold of critical 
appraisal and aesthetic judgment. It has a scathing rebuke for commercial publishing 
and reviewing, for books as merchandising rather than reading. The articles come from 
the Saturday Review of Literature, the New York Times and the American Scandinavian 
Review and comprise a carefully evaluative survey of modern writing. 


Wilcox, Frederic Be- Compiled by A LITTLE BOOK OF APHORISMS 2/24 Scribner _ 
| ; $2560 75 

Most collections of aphorisms suffer from difficulty in applying the apt quota- 
tion to the right occasions. Here is a clever bit of editing and arranging, with all 
the eminent contributors from the classics to the moderns, sorted for the content of 
their pieces, which are arranged according to matter. In chronological order going 
from A for Advice to Y for Youth, this "little book of aphorisms” should provide after 
dinner speakers, professional conversationalists and mere people with the right word 
at the right time. There are other collections more meaty, more steeped in scholarship, 
but this should be enough for the average need. 


Othmen, Frederick C. MAN ON THE HALF«SHELL 313 3/10 Whittlesey House 
$2.50 
Genial recall of a ::silywood reporter, from his genesis as a newspaperman and 
pony reading, to his coverage of a Mexican imbroglio, and Washington under Clapper, to 
his becoming a connoisseur of things incredible with his Hollywood assignment. Here is 
the saga of his nightshirts, his decisive wife, his discovery of a man who walked on water, 
the garter snapping at the Bureau of Standards, his days at a nudist camp, incidents of 
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Lamour and sarongs, Mae West and corsets, the Love business, his history of Victor Mature, 
of westerns and quickies, the double program and various other stars and movieland per~- 
sonalities. Kind of inconsequential - kind of fumny in its own way. JU P columist 
appearing in over 600 pages who has a way of coaxing a quiet breakup of dead pans. 


, r | 
Frisch, 0.R. MEET THE ATOMS | /7 21.040. $7 A, A. Wyn 
A Popular Guide. to Modern Physics $3.00 


A fine job of popularization for the reader who prefers the straightforward 
approach, rather than the goggle-eyed Sunday supplement variety. The author is an 
atomic physicist who can write engagingly and informatively, and who knows his subject. 
This is not a "once-over-lightly" job, because the subject matter does not permit a 
casual treatment. The serious reader will come away with a considerable amount of 
information and insight on a difficult and important subject. 


Maoh 


Brink, Carol HARPS IN THE WIND Macmillan 
: $3.50 

Last Spring University of Minnesota Press published Jordan's Singin’ Yankees;. 
the Carol Brink book, a second biography of the Hutchinsons of New Hampshire, was then 
scheduled for Octobere Both books get a better break by the postponment of this book to 
March 4. As originally reported:- "In this second biography of the Hutchinsons, the 
entertainment value is somewhat impaired by the interruption of the narrative as excerpts 
from original documents are introduced. This family whose thirteen sons and daughters 
were one of the most popular groups of singers of the 19th century, was connected with 
almost every social movement of the century - temperance, anti-slavery, even spiritualism, 
so their story is in some ways a story of America of that age. However, an overabundance 
of details about the members of the family overshadows the larger historical movements, 
limits its interest. The Jordan book had greater charm". 


Tate, GeHeH. MAMMALS OF EASTERN ASIA 2/ /@ Macmillan 
$4.50 

Originally reported for Fall publication as follows:- “Another in the Pacific 
World Series, by the Curator of the American Museum of Natural History and co-author 
of Mammals of the Pacific World. This is a study of Eastern Asiatic mammals, living 
and extinct. With a definition of the generic terms, a description of habitat and 
climate, the book goes on to itemize the various orders - describe the members within 
the orders, size, coloring, etc. For natural history reference." 


March 6 
Jennings, John BOSTON: Cradle of Liberty Doubleday 
$3.50 
# Jennings, author of 7he Salem Frigate and a number of other historical novels, 


has given us, this time, a regional book tracing, in vivid chronicle, private enterprise 
in Boston from the arrival of the first settlers to the departure of the British soldiers 
in 1776. Here is enough drama for a dozen historical novels, rooted in extensive re- 
search, and recounted with good humor and touches of gentle satire. He writes of daring 
Yankee skippers opening new veins of trade at great risk, of brutal pirates, gentleman 
smigglers, Boston's role in the slave trade, the evolution of what Londoners termed, the 
"codfish aristocracy", and the mushroom growth of town and port. With trade restraints 
from the Mother land came stubborn resistance, and time came when smuggling and bribing 
their way around the Acts was not enough, and the Boston merchants had to shoot their way 
oute The Cradle of Liberty was lined with merchants’ balance sheets. Here's a book that 
does for that period in Boston some degree of what Margaret Leech did in Reveslle-in 
Washington. There's an eye witness quality in his reporting which makes it extraordinarily 
good reading. 8 pages of half tones, line cut maps and end papers. 
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March 7 | 
LOOK, Editors of THE STORY OF THE F B I Dutton 
The Official Picture: History $3.75 
* A biography in prose and picture (there will be 170 photographs corresponding 


to the text) of the FBI, introduced by J. Edgar Hoover who outlines its formation and 
organization. This also tells how a special agent is trained; how a crime is solved 
with the many laboratory techniques involved; a few famous cases, the Barker-Karpis 
outfit who violated the law from larceny to murder; Velvalee Dickinson, who sold out 
to the Japanese; the Indian Reservation murder series; Dillinger, and so on. The work 
during the war against spies and saboteurs, from the Duquesne ring (remember The. 

House on gand Street?) to the Long Island and Florida landings. The role of the FBI 
in the future, and its importance today. Popular technique of presentation of popular 
profession, this should have double sale for young people as well as older men. 


2| 
March £7 








Olson, Charles CALL ME ISHMAEL Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2090 

This is a book for all devotees of Herman Melville. Olson has done some orig- 
inal and arresting research, in particular the records of the horrifying voyage, dis- 
aster and survival of the crew-or part of ite of a whaling ship, the Essex. This 
record is in and of itself an amazing piece of Americana. Olson indicates its influ- 
ence on Melville, who actually knew one of the survivors. Another influence Olson 
traces is that of Shakespeare, proved by reference to an annotated edition read by 
Melville at the time of the inception of Moby Dick,: and by correspondence with Haw» ( 
thorne. The last part of the book traces the decline of Melville. Olson is not con- 
tent with mere scholarship; he develops a theory of his own,e that Ahab the villainous 
hero of Moby Dick represents America with the overweening pride which brought all to 
tragedy. Unfortunately, the organization of the material is poor; the style is mysti- 
cal, rapturous; esoteric; "caviare to the general" - noteworthy to the few. 





} 


jw ¢ 
Sook, Esther Eberstadt GUIDE TO CAREER SUCCESS Harper 
A 


$3.00 ag 

Adequate self-analysis and advancement material for those who need this kind of 
a book to make the most of themselves. With a qualifying introduction on the limita- 
tions and values of self-testing, this goes on to supply the questions and answers 
which will enable you to gauge your personality, intellect, talent, temperament, etc. 
This well known vocationai advisor discusses ways- right and wrong- of securing a job, 
letters of application, cold canvassing, classified advertising. And once the job is 
secured, how to go ahead. Nothing particularly new, but the market seems insatiable. 


Davie, Maurice R. REFUGEES IN AMERICA 4% yb Harper ,50 
33x50 A 
A statistically compiled survey of the refugee (particularly since Hitler en- 
tered the picture), prepared by the Committee for the Study of Recent Immigration from 
Europee The report serves to dispel many of the preconceived, popular prejudices. 
The causes of flight; immigration-numbers and national and racial proportions; economic 
and occupational status; reactions to America; geographic distribution; problems of ad- 
justment, economic, social; refugee service aids and agencies; problems of earning a ( 
living; assimilation - and the refugees as citizens; the children; business and indus- 
trial enterprises; careers in professionseee A book which- if reade will refute most of 
the malicious misconceptions which have arisen. Of particular value in organizational 
fields. 
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Reilly, William J. THE TWELVE RULES FOR STRAIGHT THINKING Harper 


This combines two earlier books= Straight Thinking and How to Use Your Head. : 
He tells the common mistakes we make in our thinking, how our prejudices affect our 
thinking, how we draw conclusions from limited evidence, how we draw faulty comparisons, 
etc. He reduces straight thinking to four simple steps (1) observation suggests a prob- 
lem; (2) problem is defined and solution considered; (3) experiments are set up and 
observed; (4) conclusions are drawn on experiments or observations. From these four 
basic principles he develops his twelve rules for straight thinking.... Fairly elemen- 
tary, but people who need this sort of book don't want profundity. 


Rodgers, Cleveland AMERICAN PLANNING: Past-Present-Future 4 1Q Harper 
$3.00 - 

An historical vista of governmental planning, its mechanisms, obstacles, the 
opposition to it, the failures and successes. Surveying, as if from the air, following 
the Colonial developments, indicating the reasons for the steps taken and how they were 
done, this follows the course of American history and provides arguments and notes on 
the American fear of governmental supervision, indicates the achievements to date and 
the need for further nation-wide planning for the future. Specialized. 


Waring, P. Alston & Golden, Clinton 5S. SOIL AND STEEL Sticy +i Harper 
$3200 

A practical farmer and one of America's ablest labor leaders have here collabor- 
ated to explain labor's position to the farmer, and the farmer's problems to labor- an 
essential foundation for future understanding. It is an attempt to show mitual need 
for full production, whether in factory or on farm, if living standards are to be raised 
for the 70% represented by these two groups. The text goes into many of the coopera- 
tives already effective in both groups but shows the necessity of expanding beyond sel- 
fish group interests for the welfare of the nation as a whole. The need of a more com- 
prehensive type of education in the high schools to include the respective problems of 
each groupe In final analysis, one gets an impression of two sincere Americans attempt- 
ing to bridge a gap, not for political advantage but as a step to bring about a prosper- 
ous democracy. Informative and provocative. 


{ 
Westport Woman's Club NEW CONNECTICUT COOKBOOK 3 hy Harper 
$3.00 

I have found the first edition of the Connecticut Cookbook constantly useful, 
and the changes made, the additions, improvements in arrangement, in typography and so 
on should add materially to the market. I particularly liked the specialties, the 
section on dishes using sour cream, the simplified chart of herbs and their use. [here 
is better balance in selection and range. I missed a few of my particular favorites, 
for example, Governor Baldwin's favorite rice pudding recipe has been left out (and it 
is the first time I have ever found a recipe that resulted in the kind of rice pudding 
I like, creamy, soft, rich in raisins). There's a practical as well as a personal feel 
to the whole project. Thirty nine Westport artists have contributed line spot drawings. 


Thomas, Norman APPEAL TO THE NATIONS - S)sy olt 
2675 

A "while there is time" recommendation that carries the sincerity of a veteran 
fighter, a sober consideration of major propositions, and- as might be anticipated- a 
bias that is controversial. The leader of the Socialists in the US is here fighting 
to stimlate social action with a survey of the present approaches to peace and a con- 
tribution for U N improvement. He gives his reasons why he feels that not total victory 
nor the United Nations, nor fear of the atom bomb, nor Communism is guaranteed to per- 
petuate peace; he advocates renunciation of armaments and imperialism as the surest 
protection of the future and charts a course which would make such possibilities work- 
able..e.. Market somewhat limited to Norman Thomas adherents. 






$2.58 Qeo 
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Appleton-Century 
Bacmeister, Rhoda W.- GROWING TOGETHER- frem 2/? to 3/7 
Baker, Denys Val- TH!) WHITE ROCK- from 2/? to 3/7 
Oakley, Amy & Thornton- KALEIDOSCOPIC QUEBEC- from 2/2 to 3/7 


Barnes 
Blanche, ieBe- OFF TO THE RACES- from 2/2? to 1/30 


Coward-McCann 
Baker, Frank- BEFORE I GO HENCE- from 1/6 to 2/2? 


Doubleday 

Lieberson, Ge- THREE FOR BEDROOM C- from 1/23 to ys 
Millar, George- MY PAST WAS AN EVIL RIVER- from 1/23 to 1/9 
Shulman, Irving- TH" AMBOY DUKES- postpone to future 
Tebbel, John- AN AMERICAN DYNASTY- from 1/9 to 2/6 

Zinberg, Len= WHAT D'YA KNOW FOR SURE- from 1/23 to 1/9 


larper 
De Mendelssohn ,Peter- Title omitted- D&SIGN FOR AGGRESSION 


Holt 
Campbell, J.We+ THE ATOMIC STORY- from 1/? to 2/2 


Lippincott 
Aubry, Os- THE PRIVAT! LIFE OF NAPOLEON- from 1/29 to 3/26 
Lozier, ReV.e= POINTERS FOR PARENTS- price from $1.50 to $2.00 
Moffett, Le- DEVIL BY THE TAIL- from 1/22 to 1/27 
Warner, Rex- THE AERODROME- price from $2.50 to $2.75 


Little, Brown 
Haines, William W.- COMMAND DECISION from 1/16 to 1/6 (C) 
‘Sachs, Wulf- BLACK ANGER- from 1/17 to 1/7 
Waugh, Evelyn- WHEN THE GOING WAS GOOD- from 1/16 to 1/6 (C) 


Morrow 
Field, Peter- TRAIL FROM NEEDLE ROCK- from 2/19 to 3/5 


Putnam 
Wolf, Bill- REVERIES OF AN OUTDOOR MAN- from 12/? to 1/24 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Dane, ReSe- DIVIDE THE HEART- from 1/20 to 2/18 (C) 
Green, FeL.- ODD MAN OUT- from 1/20 to 1/27 
Le Corbusier= WHEN THD CATHEDRALS WERE WHITE- from 3/? to 3/17 
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February 19- 
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February  5- 
February 14- 
February 19- 
February 20- 
February 24- 
February 28- 


February 10- 
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February 20- 
February 25= 


pCebrisydee 


February 22 


February 4 
February 18- 


A CALENDAR OF NEW. BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 
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CONTEMPORARY 
Taylor, Elizabeth PALLADIAN ( Knopf) $2.50 7 
Walker, Mildred THE QUARRY (Harcourt, Brace) 3.00 5 
Ross, Nancy Wilson THE LEFT HAND IS THE DREAMER (Wm.Sloane) 35%2e75 36 
Steinbeck, John THE WAYWARD BUS (Viking) March B.0.M, 2075 621 
Cadell, Elizabeth LAST STRAW FOR HARRIET (Morrow) 2.50 622 
Skler, George THE TWO WORLDS OF JOHNNY TRURO(Little,Brown)2.75 9 
Davis, Clyde Brion JEREMY BELL (Rinehart) 2075 .9 
Hobson, Laura Z. GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT (Simon & Schuster) 275 609 
PERIOD, REGIONAL 
Thane, Elswyth THE LIGHT HEART (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 2e76 «7 
Heyer, Georgette THE RELUCTANT WIDOW (Putnam) 2.76 +23 
Myers, John Myers THE WILD YAZOO (Dutton) 3.00 608 
Arnold, Elliott BLOOD BROTHER (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 3.00 600 
Freedman, B. & Ne MRS. MIKE (Coward-McCam) March Lt.Guild 2.75 5 
THRILLERS 
Irish, William WALTZ INTO DARKNESS (Lippincott) 2675 606 
Lawrence, Hilda DEATH OF A DOLL (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 627 
Carr, John Dickson THE SLEEPING SPHINX (Harper) 2.50 627 
Bosowrth, Allen HANG AND RATTLE (Doubleday) 2.00 628 
Savage, Les TREASURE OF THE BRASADA (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 629 
Eberhart, Mignon ANOTHER WOMAN'S HOUSE (Random House) 2050 15 
0-8 <= FP 6 tt O88 
INTERNATIONAL ‘ISSUES 
Chiang Kai-Shek CHINA'S DESTINY (Roy) 3.50 18 
Smith, Robert Aura DIVIDED INDIA (Whittlesey) 3.00 615 
Cloete, Stuart THE THIRD WAY (Houghton, Mifflin) 3.50 48 
‘BIOGRAPHY 
Leighton, Clare TEMPESTUOUS PETTICOAT (Rinehart) 3.50 2% 
Lomax, John A. ADVENTURES OF A BALLAD HUNTER (Macmillan) 3.75 585 
Yates, Haydie 70 MILES FROM A LEMON (Houghton,Mifflin) 2.00 49 
Kelly, Fred C. GEORGE ADE ( Bobbs-Merrill ) 3.00 49 
‘THE WAR 
Woodward, C. Vann THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF (Macmillan) 3.75 586 
Morison, S.E, OPERATIONS IN NORTH AFRICAN WATERS (Little 
Brown) 4200 22 





